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WELCOME  TO 
THE  JUDGES'  NEWSLETTER

I hope all are having an active and safe summer sailing season.

Clark Chapin will be shareing his commentary on WS Q&As. He is a
National Judge who has served on several US Sailing committees, such as
the Bylaws, Governance and Compliance, One Design, and Sportsmanship.
Thank you, Clark.

Here are the new  WS 2025-2028 RRS.

Keep an eye on your Safe Sport renewal date. You must take the entire
course every four years, but in between, the “quiz” is a 15-minute version. If
you miss the deadline, you must take the full one.

Your feedback is valuable. If you have any suggestions for RRS 68, please
share them with us. We're here to listen and improve. You can reach out to
me at ashtonsh@bellsouth.net.

WS Q&A
Page 04

https://www.sailing.org/racingrules/


I  t rust  you have been out  on the water  and at  events  this  sai l ing year .

I n s u r a n c e :  As  you l ikely  have seen in emai ls  f rom US Sai l ing,  an insurance option is  now
avai lable for  Race Off ic ials  at  a  group discount .  By the t ime you read this ,  the l inks should be
up on the website.  There are FAQs that  answer many quest ions,  including what  the coverage is  
I t  is  great  progress to have af fordable insurance avai lable f rom NASO,  a  sports  of f ic ials
organizat ion.  Part  of  the discussions US Sai l ing had with NASO was so that  NASO understands
sai lboat  racing.  I  know we individual ly  have to buy i t ,  and that  disappoints  some of  us.  On the
good side,  we get  a  substant ial  discount .  Take a look at  the FAQs and decide i f  you want  to
purchase this  insurance.

N e w  G u i d e l i n e s :  The Judges’  Committee has approved a new Guidel ine on Dif f icult
Discussions.This  is  designed to offer  t ips on having a needed conversat ion with a  Race Off ic ial .
One use is  in  conjunct ion with deal ing with a  complaint  about  a  Race off ic ial .The Guidel ine is
located on the Judges page under  Documents and Guidel ines.

I J  S e m i n a r  i n  t h e  U S A  t h i s  f a l l :  US Sai l ing is  applying to World Sai l ing to hold a  World Sai l ing
IJ seminar  at  Chicago YC on November 15-17,  2024.  I f  you are interested in becoming an IJ ,
this  is  a  step.  I f  you are interested in the IJ  seminar ,  let  Darryl  Waskow know.  
I f  you are working towards becoming an IJ ,  please let  your  RAJ and our  IJ  Candidate Mentor ,
Darryl  Waskow,  know at  dswaskow@gmail .com.  
  
U S  A p p e a l  Q & A  1 2 7 :   g ives race off ic ials  guidance on helping a sai lor  who may be in  danger.
Dave Perry ,  Chair  of  the Appeals  Committee,  recommends that  al l  race off ic ials  be famil iar  with
this  appeal  quest ion so that  i f  a  s i tuat ion ar ises in  the water  or  hear ing room, you know.

R R S  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 9 :   Text  of  the 2025-2028 rules wi l l  be avai lable in  ear ly  July.  This  gives you an
early  start  on seeing the changes,  ef fect ive January 1,  2025.   My understanding,  without
seeing them yet ,  is  Rule 18 changes a  bit  af ter  the test  rule  of  several  years  ago.  Part  F ive has
major  changes -  Protests ,  Redress,  hear ings,  Misconduct ,  and Appeals .  I  have not  seen the
changes,  but  my understanding is  the changes are mainly  to make the rules f low better  and
more intuit ive.  The language stays almost  the same,  with no s ignif icant  meaning changes.

J u d g e  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  R e q u i r e m e n t s :   The Judges’  Committee updates the cert i f icat ion
requirements f rom t ime to t ime.The latest  changes include the number of  references and
whether  your  RAJ can be a  reference for  you.  This  document is  at  the top of  the Documents and
Guidel ines sect ion on the Judges’  page.

2 0 2 5  J u d g e s ’  M a n u a l  U p d a t e  E a c h  R u l e  Q u a d :   When the new rules come out ,  the Judges’
Committee updates the Judges’  Manual .Let  me know i f  you have suggest ions for  improving the
manual .  Are there i tems not  covered? Is  i t  wr i t ten clear ly ,  or  can i t  be interpreted in mult iple
ways? Your  input  is  welcome.   An inter im 2021-2024 JM update was publ ished on February 7th,
2024.  I t  is  the current  version and is  on the Judges’  page.  

M o r e  J u d g e s  n e e d e d :  Do you know someone who may be interested in becoming a Judge?
Encourage them and let  your  RAJ know as wel l .

Smooth sai l ing always,  
Wayne Bals iger ,  Judges’  Committee Chair  webals iger@gmail .com
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SCRIBING GUIDE HIGHLIGHT

P o l i c y  o n  e d i t i n g  a  w r i t e - u p  a f t e r  t h e  h e a r i n g
1.  Spel l ing and grammatical  correct ions are al lowed,  part icular ly  to  br ing the hear ing’s
wri t ten decis ion to the required standards.
2.  A conclusion or  decis ion should not  be changed except  for  grammatical
improvements.  However ,  i f  s tandard wording was used,  this  should not  usual ly  be
necessary.
3.  A fact  read out  to the part ies  may be omitted i f  i t  is  later  not  deemed important  to the
conclusion.  However ,  new facts  should not  be added.

M a r k  T o w n s e n d

F r o m  S c r i b i n g  G u i d e   (Modif ied f rom World Sai l ing Document 6-14-2020)
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 Q & A  2 0 2 3 . 0 0 8  2 9  J u n e  2 0 2 3

WORLD  SAILING  Q & A. COMENTARY
C l a r k  C h a p i n

S i t u a t i o n
Rule 29.1 was not  changed and the race was started using P f lag.
At  the start  of  a  race,  boat  A was in  doubt  whether  she was OCS or  not .
The race committee did not  display f lag X and did not  make an addit ional  sound signal .
Boat  A kept  sai l ing.
About  40 seconds after  her  start ing s ignal ,  the race committee announced via  VHF that
boat  A was OCS and she heard the VHF cal l .

Q u e s t i o n  1
Was boat  A recal led in  compliance with the rules?

A n s w e r  1
No.
Rule 29.1 requires the race committee to promptly  display f lag X with one sound and this
rule has not  been changed.  The radio cal l  was not  an off ic ial  means of  communicat ion for
an individual  recal l .

Q u e s t i o n  2
I f  the answer to the previous quest ion is  no,  what  are the r ights  and obl igat ions of  boat  A
after  this  radio cal l?

A n s w e r  2
Even though the requirements of  rule  29.1 were not  met ,  at  the moment boat  A heard the
radio communicat ion she real ized that  she was on the course s ide of  the start ing l ine and
she was hence required to return to the start ing l ine to comply with rule 28.1.  See case
31.
I f  she returns to the start ing l ine and starts  correct ly ,  she is  ent i t led to redress s ince the
race committee did not  s ignal  the individual  recal l  according to rule 29.1.  Otherwise,  she
shal l  be scored OCS and she fai led to comply with the basic  pr inciple.  See case 31.

C o m m e n t a r y  ( C l a r k  C h a p i n ,  U S A  N J ) :
Case 31 involves a  s i tuat ion where,  as  here,  the required sound signal  in  rule 29.1 was
not  made,  but  in  that  instance the visual  individual  recal l  s ignal  was made.  Boat  A did not
return,  was scored OCS,  and “requested redress on the grounds that  she started
simultaneously  with the start ing s ignal  and heard no recal l  sound signal .”  The protest
committee found that  A was not  ent i rely  on the pre-start  s ide of  the start ing l ine at  the
start ing s ignal .  I t  granted her  redress because of  the absence of  the sound signal .
This  Q&A muddies that  water  by stat ing i f  the race committee informs boat  A by some
other  means (presumably a  hai l  would be equivalent  to a  VHF radio cal l ) ,  A  must  return to
the start ing l ine to comply with rule 28.1.  Answer 2 does not  address the circumstance
where A bel ieves that  she was incorrect ly  identi f ied (as  in  Case 31) .

https://d7qh6ksdplczd.cloudfront.net/sailing/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/04111711/QA-2023.008.pdf


Area F is  geographical ly  a  vast  area.  Sai l ing act iv i t ies  pr imari ly  center  around
Houston,  Dal las-Fort  Worth,  Corpus Christ i ,  and Denver .   Of  course,  very act ive
sai l ing clubs are scattered in many other  locat ions in  Colorado,  Oklahoma,  Wyoming,
New Mexico,  Kansas,  and Nebraska.  For  example,  Oklahoma has numerous lakes with
very act ive sai l ing clubs.  St i l l ,  these clubs and the scattered clubs across the rest  of
the area typical ly  do not  host  s ignif icant  regional  or  nat ional  sai l ing events .  There is
not  a  s ingle cert i f ied judge or  JIT in  Oklahoma anymore.    

T w o  t h i n g s  n e e d  t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w e  h a v e  i n  A r e a  F :
1.  Onl ine seminars  are enablers  for  at  least  generat ing JITs,  but  the requirements for
advancing to cert i f icat ion levels  are made much more di f f icult  in  geographical ly
large areas.  

2 .  Al l  sai lors  and sai l ing events  should have access to t rained off ic ials .
 

After  an Area Zoom meeting on the f i rst  of  June to address both of  these issues,  Area
F generated a l ist  of  our  JITs and cert i f ied judges who are wi l l ing to serve as remote
judges for  any hear ings that  come up.  The l ist  was ini t ia l ly  released in ear ly  June
and has been updated twice.  Currently ,  there are 12 volunteers ,  1-RJ,  2-NJs,  5-CJs,
and a JIT.   As the group discussed,  these people wi l l  be cal led in  advance and used
to supplement an exist ing jury.  This  is  not  intended to be a  way to conduct  ful ly
remote hear ings.  I t  is  technical ly  very easy to add one remote judge to a  hear ing,
but  supplementing a jury  can be helpful  to  many clubs struggl ing to have enough
qual i f ied persons on locat ion.  Addit ional ly ,  a  judge seeking a reference for  a  higher-
level  cert i f icat ion can work with the more experienced judges and get  them to
part ic ipate in  a  hear ing remotely .  

So far ,  only  a  very few events  have used judges in  this  program,  but  the program is
only a  month old.  Hopeful ly ,  i t  wi l l  be ut i l ized more as the word spreads and
possibly  adopted by other  Areas.  The service does not  have to be l imited to Area F,
and I  wi l l  share the l ist  of  volunteers  with anyone interested in using the services of
a remote judge.

HAPPENINGS  IN  AREA F
C h r i s  L u p p e n s
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U S  S a i l i n g  J u d g e s '  P a g e

T h e  R a c i n g  R u l e s  o f  S a i l i n g  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 4  a n d  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 8

U S  S a i l i n g  A p p e a l s

W o r l d  S a i l i n g  C a s e s

S O A R S

S a f e s p o r t

W o r l d  S a i l i ng

R E S O U R C E S

Find a Seminar

US Sai l ing Judge Cert i f icat ion Requirements

2021-2024 US Prescr ipt ions to The Racing Rules of  Sai l ing

Appendices KG & LG -  NoR and SI  Guides & Templates

The Judges'  Manual  for  2021-2024  L a t e s t  v e r s i o n  0 2 / 2 0 2 4

Guidel ines for  Onl ine Hearings 

Continuing Educat ion Events  and CEUs Table 

Race Off ic ials  Cert i f icat ion Forms

Race Off ic ials  Insurance Information

Race Off ic ial /Organizing Authori ty  Connection Page
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USEFUL LINKS

https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/judges/
https://www.sailing.org/racingrules/
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/appeals/
https://d7qh6ksdplczd.cloudfront.net/sailing/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/30001448/Case-Book-for-2021-2024-including-2022-2023-and-2024-Supplements.pdf
https://www1.ussailing.org/SOARS/MainMenu.aspx
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/resources/safesport-us-sailing/
https://www.sailing.org/
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/resources/find-a-seminar/judge-seminar-calendar/
https://www.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/US-Sailing-Judge-Certification-Requirements_11.2023.pdf
https://www.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2021-2024-US-Prescriptions-Final.pdf
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/racing-rules/appendices-kg-and-lg-notice-of-race-and-sailing-instructions-guides-and-templates/
https://www.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/US-Sailing-Judges-Manual-for-2021-2024-16th-edition-Feb-7-2024.pdf
https://www.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/US-Sailing-Judges-Manual-for-2021-2024-16th-edition-Feb-7-2024.pdf
https://www.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Guidelines-for-Online-Hearings.pdf
https://www.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Judges-Continuing-Ed-Units_20220627.pdf
https://www.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Judges-Continuing-Ed-Units_20220627.pdf
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/resources/certification-forms/
https://www.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Regatta_Insurance_Infographic_Jan_2023.pdf
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/race-official-organizing-authority-connection-board/

