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WELCOME  TO 
THE  JUDGES'  NEWSLETTER
S a r a h  A s h t o n

The summer sai l ing season is  commencing!   I  hope

you have your  summer f i l led with sai l ing,  judging

and fun.

I f  you have any t ips for  your  fel low judges,  I  wi l l

start  a  JUDGE TIP sect ion with your  contr ibut ions.   

Please feel  f ree to send me your  ideas for

preparing for  an event ,  working with the OA and

RC,  organizing hear ings,  etc.

I f  you have any topics you would l ike addressed or

art ic les to include in the newsletter ,  please send

them to your  RAJ or  me.   Pert inent  photos wi l l  a lso

be appreciated.

Thanks to Pr isci l la  Parker  for  the fabulous act ion

shots.

a s h t o n s h @ b e l l s o u t h . n e t

The Lastest News from
the Judges' Committee
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These Newsletters  can now be found on the Judges page,  just  above the minutes of  the
Judges Committee meetings.  The Arbitrat ion report ing form is  updated to the current  30%.
Other  post ings include the Apri l  JC meeting minutes.

C e r t i f i c a t i o n  E x p i r i n g  i n  2 0 2 2 ?
I f  your  Judge Cert i f icat ion expires at  the end of  this  year ,  you are now queued in the Club
Judge or  Advanced Test  portal  so that  you may take your  test  at  any t ime.  Just  enter  your
US Sai l ing ID.  There is  a  pract ice test  as  wel l  that  you can take any t ime.  Seminar
instructors  are not  exempt f rom the test  requirement.  Only i f  you are an IJ  and pass your  IJ
recert  test :  we accept  this  test ,  and you are not  required to take the US Sai l ing Advanced
test .

W o r k i n g  o n  y o u r  I n i t i a l  C e r t i f i c a t i o n ?
Remember we want  your  references to be sent  in  within 30 days,  so your  performance is
fresh in  the mind of  your  reference.  Let  them know at  the beginning of  the event  that  you
would l ike a  reference f rom them.This  helps you so they can see you perform needed
activ i t ies  such as hear ings or  chair ing a hear ing.  This  info is  in  the Judge Cert i f icat ion
Requirements document on the website.  
Check the Judge Cert i f icat ion Requirements (under  Judge Guidel ines and Documents
sect ion)  and your  SOARS records to ensure that  you meet  al l  the recert i f icat ion
requirements before November 15.  This  al lows the JC to smoothly  recert i fy  you at  our
December meeting.

Misconduct  Important  changes are highl ighted in the Misconduct  Ini t iat ive Guidance
art ic le  by Nancy Glover .  Our  goal  is  to  have misconduct  information f rom al l  hear ings
result ing in  any penalty  ( including a warning)  submitted to US Sai l ing.  That  data wi l l  be
avai lable only  to judges holding rule 69 hear ings in  which a party  is  found to have violated
rule 69 again.  

R a c e  o f f i c i a l  I n s u r a n c e
US Sai l ing is  st i l l  working on the insurance issue.  Progress is  s low with tough insurance
market  condit ions.  They have reached out  to a  number of  underwriters .  They are looking at
whether  coverage is  di f ferent  i f  you are on the water  or  not  and whether  i t ’s  di f ferent
depending on your  role as  a  race off ic ial ,  for  example,  RC,  Judge,  Umpire.
Matt  Hi l l ,  Race Administrat ion Director ,  is  working on an “ Infographic”  about  insurance.
The intent  is  to  have several  templates;  one for  the OA to let  you know what  coverage for
Race Off ic ials  they have,  and two for  you to ask what  insurance coverage the OA has for
Race off ic ials .    Current  insurance information is  here Insurance for  Race Off ic ials .

R u l e  4 2  C l i n i c s
We held the f i rst  Introductory Cl inic  in  May and plan a  second Introductory cl inic  in  July .
Work is  beginning on the more advanced training as wel l  as  an endorsement for  rule  42,  so
OAs and Judges know who is  qual i f ied for  Rule 42 on the water .  

G o o d  P r a c t i c e s
I  think a  number of  Judges have good pract ices they use.  Some are in  the Judges’  Manual ,
of  course.  Other  techniques may be known regional ly  but  maybe not  be known more
nat ional ly .  Some of  these are discussed and spread via  Judges Round Tables.  I f  you have a
good pract ice that  you think more judges should know about ,  let  me and Editor  Sarah
Ashton know about  them.  We also plan to use this  RRS 68 newsletter  to  help disseminate
them.

T h a n k s  f o r  a l l  y o u  d o  a s  J u d g e s
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CHAIRMAN'S CORNER
W a y n e  B a l s i g e r

https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/resources/competition-rules-officiating-resources-insurance-for-race-officials/
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MISCONDUCT
N a n c y  G l o v e r

The Misconduct  Ini t iat ive Guidance aims to t rack repeated instances of  behavior  that  v iolate
the requirement not  to commit  an act  of  misconduct .  As def ined in rule 69,  misconduct  is
“conduct  that  is  a  breach of  good manners,  a  breach of  good sportsmanship,  unethical
behavior  or  conduct  that  may br ing or  has brought  the sport  into disrepute.”  While  most
sai lors  do not  ever  engage in misconduct ,  there are a  few “bad apples”  that  continue
unacceptable behavior  even after  warnings given under  rule 69.2(h)  or  69.2( i ) .  

To better  understand the problem and address repeated acts  of  misconduct ,  we ask US
Judges to provide to US Sai l ing Misconduct  Information whenever  i t  decides in  a  hear ing that
a competi tor ,  boat  owner or  support  person has committed an act  of  misconduct .  The
Misconduct  Information wi l l  include the facts  found,  the conclusions and the decis ion taken
under rule 69.2(h) .  I f  an invest igat ion or  a  hear ing results  in  a  f inding that  no misconduct
occurred,  no information should be sent  to US Sai l ing.  The Misconduct  Information wi l l  be
kept  in  a  conf idential  database administered by the US Sai l ing Director  of  Race Administrat ion
and Director  of  Compliance.  The reports  wi l l  be retained for  seven years  in  the case of  adults
and f ive years  in  the case of  juniors .  

When a protest  committee f inds a  person subject  to  rule 69 to have committed an act  of
misconduct ,  the chair  is  advised to contact  US Sai l ing to request  a  copy of  any Misconduct
Information in  the database before any further  act ion is  taken related to that  person.  The
protest  committee may then read the Misconduct  Information,   i f  any,  and determine i f  there is
a pattern of  repeated misconduct  behavior .  I f  so,  the act ion taken under  rule 69.2(h)  or  69.2( i )
may include considerat ion of  pr ior  misconduct  documented in the database.  See World
Sai l ing Case 139 and World Sai l ing Misconduct  Guidance 43.4.1,  July  2021,  aggregating
factors .

The Judges Committee bel ieves the database wi l l  be an important  tool  in  helping protest
committees determine the appropriate level  of  penalty  ( including whether  to impose a
warning,  changes in  a  boat’s  score in  one or  more races,  including disqual i f icat ion that  may
not  be excluded,  exclusion f rom the event  or  venue,  removal  of  pr iv i leges or  benef i ts  or  any
other  act ion within i ts  jur isdict ion) .   There have been incidences of  repeated warnings when a
protest  committee is  unaware that  there has been repeated misconduct  at  several  events  or
venues.  This  has left  protest  committees uninformed of  behavior  that  may deserve a  more
signif icant  act ion than a warning.  

The Misconduct  Ini t iat ive Guidance does not  change rule 69 as i t  is  Guidance and,  therefore,
not  mandatory.  Rule 69.2( j )  requires the protest  committee to report  i ts  facts  found,
conclusions and decis ion when i t  imposes a  penalty  greater  than one DNE,  excludes a  person
from the event  or  venue,  or  in  any other  case,  i t  considers  appropriate.  In  this  s i tuat ion,  a
“report”  wi l l  be made,  and the US Sai l ing Review Board wi l l  review the penalty .  In  al l  other
instances,  the Misconduct  Information,  which wi l l  not  be considered a “report”  under  rule 69
69.2( j ) ,  wi l l  not  be sent  to the Review Board.  

A protest  committee is  l imited in the penalt ies  i t  may impose to “act ions within i ts
jur isdict ion.”  Further  penalt ies ,  including suspension of  el igibi l i ty ,  may be imposed by US
Sai l ing under  69.3.  In  the extremely rare case that  a  person has demonstrated an
unwil l ingness or  inabi l i ty  to  avoid misconduct ,  US Sai l ing Review Board,  af ter  due
considerat ion,  may impose further  penalt ies ,  including l imitat ions on el igibi l i ty  to  compete in
US events  for  a  specif ied per iod of  t ime.  

Nancy Glover
Member at Large, US Judges' Committee



S o m e  W a y s  t o  M i n i m i z e  t h e  C h a n c e s  y o u r  D e c i s i o n  w i l l  b e  A p p e a l e d ,  o r  C h a n g e d  o n
A p p e a l
In  the United States there is  a  two-t ier  appeals  system.  I f  part ies  to a  protest  or  redress
hearing wish to appeal  the decis ion or  procedures of  the protest  committee,  they can
appeal  to  a  regional  appeals  committee of  which there are approximately  30 in  the U.S.  (see
rule 70.1) .  And i f  they wish to appeal  the decis ion of  the regional  appeals  committee,  they
can appeal  to  the US Sai l ing Appeals  Committee whose decis ion is  f inal  (see rule 71.4) .  The
procedures for  appeal ing are in  Appendix  R,  Procedures for  Appeals  and Requests .

Each year  there are approximately  thir ty  appeals  f i led to the regional  appeals  committees
and six  to  the US Sai l ing Appeals  Committee.  So not  many given the number of  protests
there are each year .

Here is  a  l ist  of  some of  the common reasons a  party  appeals  the decis ion of  a  protest
committee,  in  no part icular  order :

APPEALS POINTERS
Dave Perry

RRS 68 |  page 04 

Deciding protests  were val id when the hai l  “Protest”  or  the f lag was made or
displayed too late (see rule 63.5,  Val idi ty  of  the Protest  or  Request  for  Redress)
Not  permitt ing a party  to cal l  a  witness (see rule 63.6,  Taking Evidence and
Finding Facts)
Not  holding a hear ing when a protest  or  request  for  redress has been submitted
(see rule 63.1,  Requirement for  a  Hearing)

The facts  found should tel l  the story with enough detai l  so that  someone not
famil iar  with the incident  wi l l  have a  clear  picture of  what  happened.  When the
facts  do not  provide enough detai l  to  support  the conclusions or  decis ion,  they
are “ inadequate,”  and on appeal ,  an appeals  committee wi l l  l ikely  ask the
protest  committee to supply addit ional  facts  and information (see Appendix  R,
rule R5.4,  Facts  and Other  Information,  and Appeal  114) .

I t  is  important  that  the protest  committee consider  al l  the rules that  might
apply,  and then apply those that  do.  For  instance,  an incident  in  the zone of  a
f inishing mark wi l l  begin with the Right-of -Way rules in  Part  2 ,  Sect ion A,  and
the General  Limitat ions in  Sect ion B;  but  the rules at  Marks and Obstruct ions in
Sect ion C wi l l  a lso l ikely  apply,  as  wel l  as  the exonerat ion rules in  Part  4 ,
Sect ion A (see rule 43,  Exonerat ion) .  

1 ) T h e  p r o t e s t  c o m m i t t e e  d i d  n o t  f o l l o w  t h e  p r o c e d u r a l  r u l e s  i n  P a r t  5 ,  S e c t i o n  B
o f  T h e  R a c i n g  R u l e s  o f  S a i l i n g .  
The common errors  are:

Most  procedural  errors  can be el iminated i f  the person chair ing the hear ing has
Appendix M,  Recommendations for  Protest  Committees,  open in f ront  of  them
throughout the hear ing.

2 ) N o t  f i n d i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  f a c t s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e
p r o t e s t  c o m m i t t e e  ( s e e  r u l e  6 3 . 6 ) .  

3 ) N o t  a p p l y i n g  t h e  r u l e s  c o r r e c t l y  t o  t h e  f a c t s  f o u n d .

Dave Perry
Chairman, US Sailing Appeals Committee



RRS 68 |  page 05 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  JUDGE  CERTIFICATION  PROCESS
Darryl Wascow

Darryl Wascow
Judges Committee IJ Candidate Mentor
dswaskow@gmail.com 
cell 609-462-3278

Internat ional  Judges ( IJ)  are appointed by World Sai l ing,  and i f  you are interested in the
process,  the Judges Committee has appointed an IJ  Candidate Mentor .   I  can answer
quest ions and help you along the path.

Internat ional  Judges serve at  World Championships and other  pr incipal  events  where there
is  no appeal ,  and the winners  are def ini t ively  announced.   Appendix  N in  the rule book lays
out  the detai ls ,  and in many cases,  an Internat ional  Jury is  f ive f rom three di f ferent
countr ies .   They also serve at  many other  levels  of  regattas and share their  experiences.  
 

Studying to become an IJ  can raise your  game no matter  i f  you ult imately  complete the
entire  process.   I  took the IJ  Seminar  to learn more about  judging as a  f i rst  step.   As I
completed each requirement,  I  became a more experienced and better  judge.

The process can take a  few years  to meet  al l  the requirements,  and I  recommend taking i t
one step at  a  t ime as you progress.   Some make i t  a  pr ior i ty  to work through i t  a l l  quickly ,
and others  take the ful l  four-year  window the process al lows.
 

Brief ly ,  you need to attend an IJ  Seminar  and pass the test ,  be a  PC member at  four
pr incipal  events  with two being an Internat ional  Jury and one in another  country,  have
three posit ive recommendations,  and the recommendation and approval  of  US Sai l ing.  
 Often the f i rst  step is  f inding a seminar  and studying to pass the test .  
 

All  of  the detai ls  are la id out  in  this  document.   I ’ve just  la id out  a  quick overview.  
 https: / /d2cx26qpfwuhvu.cloudfront .net/sai l ing/wp-
content/uploads/2022/02/09142357/RaceOff ic ials_RQC2022_Final -3.pdf

When future IJ  Seminars  are scheduled,  they can be found here:  https: / /s i te-
isaf .sot iccloud.net/raceoff ic ials/ internat ional judge/seminars_cl inics.php

The deadl ines each year  are as  fol lows:  June 1st  to  US Sai l ing for  approval  and
recommendation to World Sai l ing.  The US Sai l ing deadl ine to submit  the recommendation
to World Sai l ing is  September 1st .  The appl icat ion per iod covers  the last  four  years  October
through October .
 

When ready to get  into the detai ls ,  read these documents careful ly .   The process can be
bureaucrat ic ,  and the requirements and deadl ines are specif ic  and have to be met.   I  can
help i f  you have any quest ions.

Good luck,

https://d2cx26qpfwuhvu.cloudfront.net/sailing/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/09142357/RaceOfficials_RQC2022_Final-3.pdf
https://site-isaf.soticcloud.net/raceofficials/internationaljudge/seminars_clinics.php


HAPPENINGS IN AREA D
E d i t h  C o l l i n s

Area D stretches f rom the NC/VA border  across to the Mississippi  River .  Down to the
Gulf  and across to the At lant ic  Ocean.  I t  has the greatest  number of  US Sai l ing
members of  any of  the Areas.  Most ,  i f  not  al l ,  of  the clubs in  the area sai l  year-round.

We have 3 RSAs in  Area D:  Flor ida Sai l ing Associat ion,  The Gulf  Yachting Associat ion
(which also includes areas of  Texas) ,  and the South At lant ic  Yacht  Racing
Associat ion.  We did lose an RSA in the last  year .  Dix ie  Inland Yacht  Racing
Associat ion had been inact ive for  a  whi le ,  and most  of  the clubs had been members
of  one of  the other  three RSA’s .

We currently  have 66 judges in  Area D.  They are as  fol lows:
12 Judges in  Training,  23 Club Judges,  15 Regional  Judges,16 Nat ional  Judges,
and 3 Internat ional  Judges ( included in the Nat ional  Judges count) .
Most  of  our  judges are in  Flor ida,  with 39.  North Carol ina and South Carol ina each
have s ix  judges.  Georgia comes in  next  with f ive judges.  Louis iana has four  judges.
Alabama,  Mississippi ,  and Tennessee each have one judge.
We had an excel lent  three-session round table ear l ier  this  year  with part ic ipat ion
from al l  over  the area.Area D judges are very act ive in  the judge training classes,
including the seminars  and protest  days.  We have three cert i f ied instructors .
 

Speaking of  instructors ,  Jerry  Thompson,  a  Nat ional  Judge out  of  the NC coast ,  has
a wonderful  rules seminar  that  he is  happy to offer  at  no cost .  This  is  in  addit ion to
the “Around the Race Course” of fer ing included in the cert i f icat ion courses.

18 of  our  judges are candidates for  renewal  this  year  ( including me).  I f  you are one
of  these folks,  please make sure you look at  your  SOARS account  and that  i t  is  up to
date.  You must  also meet  al l  renewal  qual i f icat ions,  including passing a test  at  your
cert i f icat ion level  dur ing the current  rules quad and current  safe sport  cert i f icat ion.
You must  submit  a  renewal  appl icat ion as wel l .   Information on the recert i f icat ion
requirements can be found on the web page at :
https: / /www.ussai l ing.org/competi t ion/rules-off ic iat ing/ judges/programs/

Please do not  wait  unt i l  the last  minute to meet  your  requirements.
I f  you know anyone interested in becoming a judge in t raining,  please let  me know.
We are always looking for  folks  to get  into the process.

Please let  me know i f  your  club is  host ing a regatta  and needs judges.  There are
many judges needing events  to continue or  upgrade their  cert i f icat ion.  You can f ind
al l  of  the judge’s  contact  information on the “f ind a race off icer”  page.

Let  me know how I  can help.

E d i t h  C o l l i n s ,  R A J  A r e a  D
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USEFUL LINKS

U S  S a i l i n g  J u d g e s '  P a g e

T h e  R a c i n g  R u l e s  o f  S a i l i n g  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 4  w i t h  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n s  a n d

u p d a t e s  f o r  J a n  1 ,  2 0 2 2

S O A R S

S a f e s p o r t

W o r l d  S a i l i n g

Find a Seminar

US Sai l ing Judge Cert i f icat ion Requirements

2021-2024 US Prescr ipt ions to The Racing Rules of  Sai l ing

Appendices KG & LG -  NoR and SI  Guides & Templates

The Judges'  Manual  for  2021-2024 

Guidel ines for  Onl ine Hearings 

Continuing Educat ion Events  and CEUs Table 

Race Off ic ials  Cert i f icat ion Forms

R E S O U R C E S

S a f e S p o r t  T r a i n i n g  T i p

W h e n  t a k i n g  S a f e S p o r t  t r a i n i n g ,  p l e a s e  a c c e s s  i t  v i a  t h e  U S S a i l i n g . o r g

s i t e  a n d  n o t  v i a  t h e  S a f e S p o r t  s i t e .  T h i s  e n s u r e s  y o u  t a k e  t h e  c o r r e c t

t r a i n i n g  a n d  a l l o w s  y o u r  r e s u l t s  t o  f l o w  b a c k  t o  U S  S a i l i n g  a n d  S O A R S

a u t o m a t i c a l l y ,  s a v i n g  y o u  a n d  t h e  o f f i c e  t i m e  a n d  h e a d a c h e .

 

https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/judges/
https://www.sailing.org/documents/racing-rules.php%20and%20corrections%20and%20updates
https://www1.ussailing.org/SOARS/MainMenu.aspx
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/resources/safesport-us-sailing/
https://www.sailing.org/home.php
https://www.sailing.org/
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/resources/find-a-seminar/judge-seminar-calendar/
https://cdn.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/US-Sailing-Judge-Certification-Requirements_04.2022.pdf
https://cdn.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2021-2024-US-Prescriptions-Final.pdf
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/racing-rules/appendices-kg-and-lg-notice-of-race-and-sailing-instructions-guides-and-templates/
https://cdn.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/US-Sailing-Judges-Manual-for-2021-2024-15th-edition.pdf
https://cdn.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/US-Sailing-Judges-Manual-for-2021-2024-15th-edition.pdf
https://cdn.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Guidelines-for-Online-Hearings.pdf
https://www.ussailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Continuing-Ed-Units.20210221.pdf
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/resources/certification-forms/
http://ussailing.org/

