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 The Governor’s Cup International Youth Match Racing Championship 

will invite the w inner of the USYMRC to its 55th Annual Regatta to be held at 

Balboa Yacht Club, Newport Beach, California, 

from July  26-31, 2022. The “Gov Cup” is the 

oldest and most prestigious youth match racing 

event in the world and past w inners include 

America’s Cup w inner James Spithill, World 

Match Race Tour Champions Phil Robertson 

and Taylor Canfield, and many others.   

 More information on the Governor’s Cup 

and its 55 year history can be found on the event 

website govcupracing.com. The automatic 

invitation to the “GovCup” is only for the winner  

of the 2022 USYMRC for the Rose Cup. However, the Governor’s Cup 

Select ion Committee may choose to invite addit ional Rose Cup competitors 

or make such competitors alternate select ions if they file an RFI for the 

Governor’s Cup by the April 8, 2022 deadline (see back page). Note that a 

number of 2021 Rose Cup competitors were invited to the 2021 Governor’s 

Cup due to COVID international travel issues faced by some invitees.  

Requesting an Invitation 
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 Jeffrey Petersen of Balboa Yacht  Club (Newport Beach, CA)  had 
a summer to remember in 2021, winning the U.S. Youth Match 
Racing Championship for the Rose Cup at Rochester YC (New York) 
and then going on to win the Governor’s Cup at his own club.  
  In the Rose Cup, Petersen was second in the round robin stages to 
San Diegan Jack Egan who had a perfect 14-0 record. But Petersen 
peaked at the right time, beating his fellow BYC clubmate, friend and 
2017 Rose Cup winner David Wood 3-1 in the semi-finals and then 
beating Egan by the same score in the finals.  
 Egan and Wood had what for them must have been a 
disappointing Governor’s Cup in July with Wood finishing 5th to 
Egan’s 6th. Petersen maintained his winning ways with a  Governor’s 
Cup victory in a togh 3-2 final against top Danish skipper Emil Kjaer.   

 A week after the Gov Cup ended, Petersen and Wood matched up 
again in the Youth Match Racing World Championship but this time 

Wood exacted some revenge with a 3-1 victory in the Finals over Petersen, earning them Gold and Silver medals. In 2020, 
another Rose Cup winner, Jack Parkin, also won the Silver medal at the Youth Match Racing Worlds in New Zealand.   
 Although neither Wood nor Petersen competed, Jack Egan, sailing for Yale University, won the last major match racing 
event in the United States in 2021 with a victory in the U.S. Intercollegiate Match Raing Championship beating, among 
others, 2019 Intercollegiate champ Stanford’s Jack Parkin.  Petersen and Wood were invited to the Congressional Cup and 
Petersen missed the semi-finals by one half of a point.  
 In other words, the Rose Cup is now achieving the goals of its founders, which was to help raise the quality of U.S. youth 
match racers so they can compete with anyone in the world.  

                           
                      

BREAKING NEWS! 
4 Rose Cup Alumni in Top 10 U.S. Match Racing Rankings 
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Registration, practice and informal coaching by Dave 

Perry and other match racing experts.  

                  
Advanced Racing Clinic coached by Dave Perry and 
his instructors —Catch up on the latest match racing 
tactics including both classroom and on the water 

coaching.  

                
First day of round robin series. All teams will sail 

against each other team at least once.  

                  
Round robin series continues. Depending on weath-

er, semi-final series begins.  

                
Semi-final and final races. Post-racing, awarding of 

Rose Cup and Scandone Sportsmanship trophies.  

                                                                 
                                                                       
                                                                   

                                                                    
                                                                      
                       

                      

                       
                        
                     

                          
                        
                     
                           

                         
                       
                      

                                                                 

                                                                
                                                                   
                                                                       

                                                                       
                                                                  
                          

                                                                     

                                                                      
                                             

                                                                    

                                                                    
                                      

The Championship, the Rose Cup 

& Nick Scandone Trophy 

                       

                     

We’ll Make You Famous! 
                                             
                                                 

                                             
                                             
                                             
                                                    



Requesting an Invitation 
 Skipper and crew members must have reached at least their 16th birthday but not have reached their 21st 

birthday during 2022 and be members of US Sailing. 

 The event is expected to be a World Sailing Grade 3 Event. 

 The Rose Cup will be sailed in Soling class sloops provided by the Long Beach Yacht Club. The Soling is an 
international class and was used in the Olympics in 1972 through 2000 with medals in the 1992, 1996, and 
2000 Games decided by match racing.   

 Teams will consist of crews of four (4) with a maximum crew weight of 680 pounds with at least one female and 
one male in each crew. 

 The U.S. Youth Match Racing Championship (“USYMRC”) for the Rose Cup is an invitational event based on 
Requests for Invitations (“RFI”) from qualified skippers.  

 If there are more Requests for Invitations than places available, the USYMRC Selection Committee, organized by 
the US Sailing Match Racing Championships Committee as organizing authority (“OA”), in its sole discretion, will 
select the invitees from among qualified requests. Requests for Invitations received by April 1, 2022 will 
receive preference.  Selected invitees will be notified by April 7, 2022. 

 The Selection Committee will base its selection on a number of factors including experience in match racing as 
well as fleet racing in dinghies and larger boats. Those requesting invitations should have sufficient experience to 
handle the Soling sloops including experience with spinnakers of this size. If the Committee determines that two 
or more of those skippers requesting invitations are equal in experience and ability, it may favor the older 
applicant over the younger given that it is an age-limited event.  

 Teams need not be composed of members of the same yacht club or sailing association. 

 This event will be held in compliance with all applicable regulations for the Novel Virus COVID SARS2 set forth 
by local, state or federal health departments which may be in effect at the time of the event. The COVID protocols 
in effect in April, 2022 will be included in invitations to selected skippers and will be periodically updated as 
appropriate.  

 The NoR, and all the information necessary to prepare an RFI are available on the US Sailing website. To 
request an invitation or learn more about the event, copy and paste the following into your browser: 

www.ussailing.org/competition/championships/2022-u-s-youth-match-racing-championship/  

Or go to US Sailing > Competition > Youth  > US Sailing Championships > USYMRC 

For more information, please contact: 

Catherine Shanahan, US Sailing Youth Racing Events Manager  at: 

catherineshanahan@ussailing.org 

NOTE FOR GOVERNOR’S CUP: All Rose Cup skippers filing an RFI for Rose Cup who wish to also 
request an invitation to the Governor’s Cup either through receiving an automatic invitation as the 
Rose Cup winner, or wish to be considered for an additional invitation issued by the GovCup 
Selection Committee (see page 3), must file a Governor’s Cup Request for Invitation with the Balboa 
Yacht Club by the April 8 deadline for Governor’s Cup RFIs. RFI filing and other information will 
be found at www.govcupracing.com by January 15, 2022. 




