
“Which boat gets to choose which side of the obstruction the boats will pass 
on?”

Before one of the boats needs to commit to passing on one side or the other, the 
rules of Section A and B apply and the right-of-way boat can sail where she 
pleases, subject to rules 16 (Changing Course) and 17 (On the Same Tack; Proper 
Course). Rule 19.2(a) reminds of this by saying “A right-of-way boat may choose 
to pass an obstruction on either side.” So, approaching an ob-struction, the right-
of-way boat (leeward boat or starboard-tack boat) gets to choose on which side 
she wants to pass the obstruction, and the other boat(s) must keep clear.

R U L E 1 9 . 2 — G I V I N G R O O M A T A N O B S T R U C T I O N

(a) A right-of-way boat may choose to pass an obstruction on either side.
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