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HISTORY OF THE 
PRINCE OF WALES BOWL

The Prince of Wales Bowl originated in 
1931 as a gift from his Royal Highness, 
Prince Edward Albert, to the Royal 
Nova Scotia Yacht Squadron (RNSYS) 
for the purpose of promoting small 
boat sailing among junior yachtsmen.

In the same year, RNSYS wrote a Deed of Gift and set regatta 
standards. Crew from both the United States and Canada 
competed annually for the Bowl from 1931 to 1937 on Like Milo, 
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, under the direction of RNSYS. In 1937 the 
Vineyard Haven Yacht Club (VHYC) won the regatta for the third 
time and, as dictated in the Deed, were permitted to retire the 
Bowl. In 1965, led by the efforts of Mr. Frank Jewett, Jr. and his 
fellow VHYC members, the POW Bowl was transferred to the 
Southern Massachusetts YRA with the clear intent of fostering 
Match Racing among the members of the SMYRA and, if 
successful, on a national basis through the auspices of NAYRU.

The first United States Championship was held in 1967, hosted by 
VHYC. It is the wish of the donor that every U.S. Sailor is given an 
equal opportunity to comptete in this event and that US Sailing's 
United States Match Racing championship committee strive to 
innovate and improve the championship with thoughtful 
consideration for the traditions of the past.

To maintain the integrity of the trophy, it will remain on display at 
the National Governing Body of the sport- U.S. Sailing 
Association.
(US Sailing Website)
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